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What is a PEL Study?

? The Planning and Environmental Linkages (PEL) process is a high-level
approach to transportation decision making that considers environmental, 

community, and economic goals early in the planning stage. The Texas Department 
of Transportation (TxDOT) is conducting a PEL study for a seamless decision-
making process that accomplishes the following:
• Minimize duplication of effort
• Develop solutions with full consideration of public input, and local, State and

Federal agency priorities
• Promote the most efficient and cost-effective solutions
• Carry goals through future project phases

The PEL Study can help inform project decisions, develop a corridor vision to 
inform the purpose and need statement, streamline the NEPA process, and be 
a platform for the community to discuss and prioritize transportation issues and 
project implementation.

This study will follow Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) guidelines for PEL 
documents in order to allow the information collected and analyzed at this time to 
be incorporated and referenced in future engineering and environmental phases of 
the project.

Why is TxDOT preparing a PEL Study?
? TxDOT is preparing a PEL for Gulf Freeway (I-45 South) to address concerns

and needs for improvement with traffic, safety, and future growth. This PEL 
Study may help inform planning decisions, streamline the NEPA process, and be a 
platform for the community to discuss and prioritize transportation issues and project 
implementation. Benefits of a PEL study include the following:
• Assists with planning for the Gulf Freeway (I-45 South) corridor
• Streamlines future projects along Gulf Freeway (I-45 South)
• Engages the public and stakeholders in the planning process
• Enhances collaboration among agencies
• Identifies key environmental resource issues

PEL Study Coordination
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For more information
Contact:
Sofia Huang, P.E., Project Development
7600 Washington, Ave. Houston, TX 77007
Sofia.Huang@txdot.gov

Harris County

HOUSTON
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I-45 South from Interstate 69 / US Highway 59 (Downtown) to Beltway 8 South
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A narrated presentation, project information and 
comment opportunity will be posted on the virtual 
public meeting page at www.txdot.gov/inside-
txdot/gulf-freeway-pel-study.html starting 
at 5:30 P.M. on Thursday, July 16, 2020, and will 
remain online through July 31, 2020. Comments 
and questions must be received or postmarked on 
or before Friday, July 31, 2020, to be a part of the 
official virtual public meeting record.

The virtual public meeting will have materials in 
English and Spanish. Persons who have special 
communication or accommodation needs, such 
as the need for an interpreter, are encouraged to 
contact TxDOT’s Public Information Office 
(713) 802-5076. Requests should be made at 
least two days before the virtual public meeting 
begins. Every reasonable effort will be made to 
accommodate these needs.

  JOIN US FOR A VIRTUAL PUBLIC MEETING!

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) 
would like your ideas about how to make the 
Gulf Freeway (I-45 South) from I-69 / US 59 
(Downtown) to Beltway 8 South a safer and 
more efficient road to drive and access. Your 
input will help guide planning for this important 
transportation improvement study.

We’re having a  
virtual public meeting:
TxDOT’s Houston District will hold a virtual public 
meeting on the Gulf Freeway PEL Study in Harris 
County. Given the unique circumstance of the 
COVID-19 outbreak, along with our commitment 
to protecting public health during this national 
emergency, TxDOT is conducting this virtual 
public hearing to avoid in-person contact.

We want to hear from you! 
1. Submit your comments in the following ways:

• Email: hou-piowebmail@txdot.gov

• �������Mail: ���TxDOT Houston District
Director of Project Development
Texas Department of Transportation
P.O. Box 1386
Houston, Texas 77251-1386

• Submit Online: On the study website
2. �  �Take our online survey on the study website from 

July 16 - July 31, 2020. 
3.   For more information:

• �Visit our website 

• ���Or contact Sofia Huang at sofia.huang@txdot.gov 
OR Benjamin Burns at benjamin.burns@txdot.gov

?

Study Area

LEGEND

Study Website: www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/gulf-free-
way-pel-study.html
or: www.txdot.gov; keyword search: Gulf Freeway PEL Study


